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By KEITH JOHNSON and GAUTAM NAIK

Congressional Republicans have started investigating climate scientists whose hacked emails suggest they tried
to squelch dissenting views about global warming.

An aide to Rep. Darrell Issa (R., Calif.), the ranking member of the House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform, said investigators are studying the documents, which unknown hackers stole last week
from the computer of a prominent British climate-research center.

Investigators are focusing on the correspondence of White House Science Adviser John Holdren, he said. Dr.
Holdren, a point man for the Obama administration on climate change, sent one of the hacked emails. In the
2003 email, Dr. Holdren, then at the Woods Hole Research Center in Woods Hole, Mass., defended research by
Michael Mann of Pennsylvania State University, a scientist who believes global warming is man-made and who
also sent some of the hacked emails.

On Monday, Dr. Holden said: "I'm happy to stand by my contribution to this exchange. I think anybody who
reads what I wrote in its entirety will find it a serious and balanced treatment of the question of 'burden of proof'
in situations where science germane to public policy is in dispute."

The aide said investigators are also probing the contributions of dozens of climate scientists to reports published
by the United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. The Environmental Protection Agency, in its
recent move to boost regulation of greenhouse gases, based its conclusions on IPCC reports.

The IPCC has said the climate is heating up and humans are almost certainly to blame. Those who disagree that
the globe is warming, or on the cause or extent of any warming, complain that their views have been excluded.

The documents, hacked from the Climatic Research Unit at East Anglia University in the U.K., show that some
climate researchers declined to share their data with fellow scientists, and sought to keep researchers with
dissenting views from publishing in leading scientific journals.

Separately, Sen. James Inhofe (R., Okla.), an outspoken critic of the view that humans are causing global
warming, said that in light of the emails, he will call for an investigation into the state of climate science if the
Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works doesn't act soon.

Amid the furor over the released documents, more than two dozen climate scientists will release a report
Tuesday arguing that the effects of man-made global warming have intensified in recent years.

One of them is Dr. Mann, director of the Earth System Science Center at Penn State. In a 2003 response to an
email complaining about a paper in the journal "Climate Research" which questioned assertions that the 20th
century was abnormally warm, Dr. Mann wrote, "I think we have to stop considering 'Climate Research' as a
legitimate peer-reviewed journal. Perhaps we should encourage our colleagues in the climate research
community to no longer submit to, or cite papers in, this journal."

Dr. Mann said Monday that he didn't think there was anything wrong in telling his colleagues that "we shouldn't
be publishing in a journal that's activist."

Police in the U.K. are continuing to investigate the attack, and the university there said Monday that it is
conducting its own review.

Hans von Storch, editor at the time of "Climate Research," had his own objections to the paper mentioned by Dr.
Mann, and resigned shortly after it was published, citing a breakdown in the peer-review process. But Dr. von
Storch, now at the University of Hamburg's Meteorological Institute, said Monday that the behavior outlined in
the hacked emails went too far.

East Anglia researchers "violated a fundamental principle of science," he said, by refusing to share data with
other researchers. "They built a group to do gatekeeping, which is also totally unacceptable," he added. "They
play science as a power game."

—Guy Chazan contributed to this article.

Write to Keith Johnson at keith.johnson@wsj.com and Gautam Naik at gautam.naik@wsj.com
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