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Question: Tom, you are looking back 
on a long career in geosciences. 
Could you sketch your path and 
what attracted you to this field?

-

-

-

-
-

-

Q: What was the most important 
twist to your career?

-

-

Q: Your Science paper in 2000 was a key 
publication for paleoscience. Was this 
your greatest scientific achievement?

-
-

-

-

-

Q: What then do you consider your most 
important scientific contribution?

Thomas Crowley from the University of Edinburgh, a pioneer in the field of paleoclimatology, passed away on May 8, 
2014. A few days before, he shared some retrospective thoughts on questions asked by his colleagues and friends, 
Hans von Storch and Heinz Wanner. His wife Gabi Hegerl helped to edit the interview.

Scientific Interview: Tom Crowley (1948-2014)
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Q: What is your judgment concerning 
the hiatus in the global temperature 
development of the last 15 years?

-

- -

2

- 2

Q: How do you feel about the 
development of climate models?

-
2

-

-

Q: You traveled around the world in the 
Royal Navy, did this experience have any 
bearing on your later scientific career?

-
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