SCIENTIFIC CORRESPONDENCE
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SIR — In the debate concerning climate
change due to increasing emissions of
radiatively active gases into the atmosphere, many people are concerned about
the possibility of an intensification of
extratropical storms. Even though the
International Panel on Climate Change1
took a cautious stand in this matter be-

has been done, revealing a substantial
increase in the number of severe storms in
the North Atlantic area 2. The problem
with this approach is that it cannot distinguish whether changes are 'real'
or whether they result from the everincreasing quality of the operational
analyses arising from more and better
observations, more powerful diagnostic
tools and other improvements in the
monitoring of the state of the troposphere. A more detailed mapping of
the pressure distribution, however, automatically yields deeper lows. On the other
hand, the long time-series of pressure
readings suffers from no substantial
inhomogeneities because the measuring
instruments (mercury barometers) and
reading methods have remained unchanged for more than 100 years.
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